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-1 Stennis Pledgés

"\ “The committee

Sanitized -

Sentors Open|

Dodd Probe .-

To Get the Truth

By ROBERT WALTERS

; Star Staff Writer

» Sen. John C. Stennis, chair-
‘man of the Senate Ethics Com-
mittee, today opened formal
‘hearings on charges against

i
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tion that Senator Dodd employed
the official sanction of such a
trip as a subterfuge for a
scheme to improve the reputa-
tion which Julius Klein had in
Germany,” Stennis said.

The first several days of
hearings will be closed to the
public, but the committee is
expected to hold o%en hearings
before the end of the month on

‘Sen. Thomas J. Dodd, D-Conn.,

‘with a pledge to sccure “the .

true. and essential facts.”

In an opening statement re-
"leased at the start of the closed
session Stennis said the com-
mittee’s staff had examined

- * |“over 4000 documents which

had been removed from Senator
Dodd's files.”

“Although the committee has
not completely gone into the
facts surrounding the source of
these papers, the committee
feels that the copies of such
papers are sufficlently stigma-
tized so as to preclude their
use in evidence here,” he said.

“But the committee wishes to

. .make it clear that all papers
- offered in the current hearings

were voluntarily given to the
‘hearings by Senator Dodd.”

"Stennis sald that while the
committee had not prejudged
any of the charges of miscon-
duct against Dodd, his 1064 lrip

L4

- “to Germany “appears to be a

‘critical element in his rel_ation-
ship to Julius Klein.”

“i“Especlally Tnterested ., o

i Klein is a Chicago public re-
lations man registered with the
Justice Department as a foreign
agent representing West Ger-

‘man business interests.

. Dodd bas been accused of

the oharges Ieveled against
Dg;id by two newspaper columa-
sts.

The hearings mark the end of

a four-month investigation by

"' staff members of the committee,
formally known as the Senate
Select Committee on Standards
and Conduct.

"« James P, Boyd Jr. and Mrs.
Marjorie Carpenter, former
Dodd employes accused by the
senator of removing files from
his office, are expected to be the
first withnesses to appear before
"the executive session.

: 1st Probe Since '52

Dodd is the first senator to be
‘investigated by a committee of
Congress since 1052, when- a
select Senate committee recom-
mended that the late Sen. Jo-
seph R. McCarthy, R-Wis., be
cansured, :

Dodd, however, requested the
|probe, - :

The charges against Dodd
were first advanced ‘in late
January by columnists Drew
Pearson and Jack Anderson,
who subsequently have written
more than 30 columns charging
illegal and unethical behavior on
the senator’s part.

i Dodd has filed a $2 million
1libel and conspiracy suit against
the columnists in U.S. District
Court here, but the case is not

traveling to Germany and using fexpected to reach a conclusion

his position as a senator -
Klein, -

i

to aidjuntil " long

after the Senate
committee has finished its work.

‘will accord-! Dodd is 59. He has been known

ingly be especially interested in'in the Senate as both an ardent

‘mny -gvidence W
| establish
f

Sanitized -

or refute the llega:

hich ' secks to antl-Communist and a liberal on

‘some other Issues. He is a
former FBI agent, Nuremberg
war frials prosecutor and mem.
ber of the House,

Serving his second term in the
Senate, Dodd Is known to be 4
close personal friend of Presi-
dent Johnson. He was briefly
mentioned as a possible running
mate for Johnson - before the
President tapped Sen, Hubert H.
Humphrey in 1964,

The Pearson and Anderson
charges covered a wide range of
activities, but the first phase of
the Ethies Committee probe will
center around the senator’s
relationship with Julius Klein, a
Chicago public relations man.

Klein is registered with the
Justice Department as a forelgn
agent representing the Soclety
for German-American Coopera-
tion. In 1963 he told the Senate
Foreign Relations Commiitee he
was 8aid $125,000 to $150,000 a
year by the organization.

The Charges

In the first of the serfes of
columns about Dodd and Klein,
Pearson and Anderson said the
senator “has delivered laudato-
ry Senate speeches about West
Germany, signed letters that
Klein drafted for him - and
entertained German visitors on
Klein's expense account,

“When the Senate. Foreign
Relations Committee investigat-
ed Klein's operations as a for-
eign agent, Dodd used his
membership on the committee
to soften the impact. He even
made a special trip to Germany
in 1064 to help Kiein hang onto
his clients.” :

Klein has sald the charges
stemmed from ‘“‘a series of
highly colored Innuendoes,
supported by partial quotations
wrenched from ' context, or
deliberately .exaggerated and
distorted.’ : '

Dodd has sald the charges
were “false and defamatory”

— '
o

‘Approved For Release : CIA-RDP g .
B - STATINTL. -

cioug intent to damage and
defame” him. He said the 1964
trip to West Germany and all
other contacts with German
officials were the product of
official Senate assiginments,
Among other charges ad-

and Anderson are these:

1. Dodd siphoned off $100,000
to $200,000 raised for campaign
purposes at a- series of testi-
monial dinners and parties
between 1061 and 1065 and used

expenses and political expenses
unrelated  to
Dodd contends such funds wers
tax-free gifts. :
2. Dodd accepied the loan of a
new car from a Connecticut
contractor for two years, then
Interceded with several federal
agencies in an effort to secure
government contracts for the
businessman. :

mine U.S. foreign policy during
the Congo crisis by unlawfully
collaborating with the informa-
tlon director of the breakawsy
Katanga Province,

4. Dodd a
favors from Connecticut manu-
facturers, South Korean offi-
cials, Hartford insurance firms
and others, and accepted alr-
plane rides from companics that
had an interest in pendin
legislation or congressiona
investigations.

The Internal Revenue Service
has launched an investigation
into the charges oconcerning
Dodd's use of ‘the campalgn
funds.

the allogations -against Dodd,

and were written “‘with mgn-

i " o

but has not yet commentied oo
thecass, - .. .\ oo
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vanced against Dodd by Pearson

the money to pay both personal
the campaign.:

3. Dodd attempted to under-.

ccepted gifts anc~l.

The Justice Department also -
has opened an investigation inte -
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